
July, 2025 

 

Message from the President, Kerry Boll 

Dear Members: 

 

 

 

Meet Tom Healy. 

This is a man who has worn many hats 

around here; Vice President, Facilities 

manager, and kiln crew.  



He and his wife, Judy, who was a member at one time, joined the studio 

in 2018. He has a colorful life with hobbies involving crafts, 

woodworking, and oil painting.  

Nowadays, Judy is busy with four different groups and oversees two 

clubs. Ask him about her passion: Duplicate. This is a serious Bridge 

game that is all business and no talking.  

They lived in England when Tom worked for the Department of 

Defense. His interests are varied including a background in architecture.  

Upon joining, he pursued constructing ceramic buildings. However, after 

a while, he decided to take a break from the studio for a year to pursue a 

pet project: The History of the Healy Family. 

Tom busily researched his family history and ended up with two hard 

bound volumes, totally 650 pages! He was able to trace back to his Great 

Grandfather’s line back to Ireland in the 1850’s. His Great Grandfather 

settled in Fargo, South Dakota, where he worked for the railroad. 

Ultimately the family ended up in Tacoma, Washington.  

 

The History of 

the Healy 

Family. 

 

 

 

 



Tom is working in porcelain these days, hand building dishes and 

platters, mostly for his wife to use when entertaining. His porcelain 

plates are so thin and 

lightweight because rolling 

his slabs to 1/8
th

 inch.  

He is using multiple layers of 

glaze to achieve unique color 

combination. He has tried the 

Frozen Pond technique using 

Agua Celadon, Running Hot 

Chowder, and Seaweed. For 

is flower platter, he used 3 

coats of plum then topped it 

with Iron Luster. He also 

likes Blue Rutile covered 

with Iron Luster.  

Tom and Dave Karakatsoulis 

check out the set with the 

Frozen Pond technique.  

 

A Glaze committee Message 

From Christine  Shephardson 

     Just a few things 

 

Discontinued Amaco velvets and other D/C glazes are 

now located on the far left as you walk towards the patio. 



These glazes are perfect to use, just not chosen for current 

use. The base coat of amaryllis , Coral is there along with 

a nice re/pink called Cedar Shino. They have tiles so you 

can see the actual product. 

 

Lynn Morgan is currently creating new uniform test tiles 

for all the high fire glazes. Make sure you turn the tile 

over to read her notes on how to use the glaze. 

 

You will soon see a list of easy to apply and reliable 

glazes. We are hoping this will be a help for new 

members. We encourage you to use single glazes and get 

comfortable with them before entering the world of 

layering.  

 

Dave K is still working on Turquoise Lake to make it a 

successful dipping glaze, in the meantime please use the 

pints for brushing. 

 

We just approved a product called Jujube White. It is a 

Georgie’s sculptural glaze that is applied over other 

glazes to create breaking and crawling beads. It is not 

food safe. It should be available in the next month and we 

will have samples and Instructions for you. 

 

Many of us love the Amaco Satin Mattes. Keep in mind 

that you can mix them to create other colors, including the 

use of White SM and Clear SM to create other colors. 



Food Safe Verses Dinnerware Safe 



 



 



 



So much for this month. I could fill  a volume with all of 

the good things going on in the studio: classes, sculpture, 

new glazing techniques, tiles, black clay pots, lamps and 

flowers. Amazing!  

Remember, forgive me when I mess up your name and 

such, send pics and info to Denise LeCount-OBrien at 

rurt2dede@gmail.com 

 


